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Past and Present: Interpretations of Video Games, Memory, and Behavioral 

Health Disorders Come Together in Abstract Art  
 

Artist Michael Kalmbach creates stunning abstract paintings with bold colors and crisp 
geometric shapes, inspired by plaster ceilings, vintage Nintendo games, and Kalmbach’s work 

with people with behavioral health disorders.   
 

Little Rock, AR - The New Gallery is pleased to announce a solo exhibition of entirely new paintings by 
Delaware artist Michael Kalmbach. The exhibit will run from October 4 – October 26, 2019 with an 
opening reception on October 4 from 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. The opening reception is part of SoMa Little Rock’s 
new monthly event, SoMa After Dark. 
 
Upon first looking at Michael Kalmbach’s work, one is immediately drawn to the bold colors, crisp 
geometric shapes, and seemingly pristine surfaces of his paintings. Kalmbach’s current paintings are 
influenced by his past, including memories of his grandmother’s house, countless hours spent imagining 
all her furniture on the ceiling, and the classic Nintendo game Excitebike. “If you’re familiar with 
[Excitebike], imagine hovering over the ramps and getting an aerial view of the racetracks. This form 
has captured my imagination for a little over a year and is just now starting to evolve into new forms, 
all of which give me a structure to think about my primary concern, color.”  
 
His current series of work has also caused Kalmbach to revisit the artistic concerns he had when he 
first started painting as a teenager. In his earlier works, Kalmbach was obsessed with trying to 
eliminate all evidence of the hand of the artist, and to produce paintings that were devoid of brush 
strokes. Now some 20 years later, Kalmbach has begun to embrace the insight that texture is 
forgiving. Each of his paintings has a ground consisting of three layers of gesso that is applied in a 
swirling motion, reminiscent of plaster ceilings.   
 
In the essay Trotsky and the Wild Orchids, Richard Rorty speaks to how he looked to philosophy to help 
him reconcile his private, weird, snobbish, incommunicable interests, with a duty to spend one’s life 
fighting social injustice. Eventually Rorty concluded that the need to reconcile the private and public is 
entirely unnecessary. Outside of his own studio practice, Kalmbach has been working to achieve a more 
supportive and inclusive art community in Wilmington, and found himself placing similar demands on 
the content of his art. Recently Kalmbach has given himself permission to stop making social and 
political demands of abstraction, material, and color in his art. When the texture in his most recent 
works reminds him of the plaster work in his grandmother’s ceiling, he no longer feels the need to 
wonder about its social value.  



Kalmbach is currently the Founding Director of The Creative Vision Factory in Wilmington, DE. The 
Creative Vision Factory provides individuals with behavioral health disorders an opportunity for self-
expression, empowerment, and recovery through the arts. “Our whole approach at the Creative Vision 
Factory is to utilize creative practice as a wellness strategy,” says Kalmbach. “Painting has always 
served that purpose for me, and the maintenance of [my] daily studio practice is reinforced by my 
work at the Creative Vision Factory.” 
 
The opening reception for Michael Kalmbach’s exhibit on October 4 is free to attend and light 
refreshments will be available. The New Gallery will also be open for 2nd Friday Art Night on October 11 
from 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. Free parking is available on the street outside the Gallery. Please contact The New 
Gallery by email at info@thenewgallery.net for questions.  
 
 
About Michael Kalmbach: 
Michael Kalmbach received his MFA from the University of Delaware in 2008. Shortly after graduation 
he accepted a position at the Delaware College of Art & Design, and founded the New Wilmington Art 
Association, an organization that organized exhibitions of contemporary art in Wilmington’s vacant 
retail spaces from August 2008 to April 2013. This work led to Michael’s involvement with the Chris 
White Community Development Corporation, which developed the 23-unit artist live/work space, 
Shipley Lofts. Kalmbach served the CWCDC as Board Chairman from 2013-2016. Kalmbach is currently 
the Director of the Creative Vision Factory, a non-profit agency that fosters the creative potential of 
individuals on the behavioral health spectrum in a studio art environment and cultivates integration 
with the community through a program of exhibitions, workshops, and communal work space.  
 
About The New Gallery: 
The New Gallery is a contemporary art gallery featuring art made by emerging and mid-career artists. 
Located in SoMa, The New Gallery shows new art exhibits every month and is regularly open on 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., with additional hours by appointment. The vision for The New Gallery 
is to showcase new and exciting art work, to broaden the perception of what art can be, and to provide 
exposure for talented contemporary artists. 
 
The gallery is owned and operated by David and Teresa Carlisle. David and Teresa are both Master of 
Fine Arts graduates from the University of Delaware with a combined 20+ years of experience in the art 
field.  
 
To learn more about The New Gallery visit www.thenewgallery.net, like us on Facebook, or follow us on 
Instagram at @thenewgalleryandstudio.   
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